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ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS
As you read, ask yourself: why did American colonists consider the
Intolerable Acts intolerable?

What would you do if you thought a law was unfair?

[] circulate a petition to change the law

[] participate in an event protesting the law
call or email a public official about the law
write a letter to the editor sharing my opinion
something else

not sure

O
O
O
O
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It's Intolerable! How British Acts Ignited a
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The Sons of Liberty threw tea into Boston Harbor as an act of rebellion. Source: MPI/Getty
Images

1 On December 16, 1773, three ships waited quietly at Griffin's Wharf in Boston.
Around 7 pm, at least 60 men, and possibly more than 100, went into the streets to
protest. They called themselves the Sons of Liberty.! Wielding axes, their faces
covered in soot, they merged? into a group, marched to the wharf, and boarded the
ships.

> As thousands of other Bostonians watched, the Sons of Liberty—many of whom
were disguised as Mohawk Indigenous Americans—hacked into 342 crates of British
East India Company3 tea and heaved them into Boston Harbor.% They were careful
to cause no other damage. They had intended only to stop the unloading and taxing
of British tea.
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3 The cost to the British East India Company—and to Britain in the form of
uncollected taxes—was huge. The value of the tea is estimated to have been over a
million dollars today. The events of that night, known as the Boston Tea Party, led
the British Parliament? to enact a set of harsh new laws to punish the colonies. The
colonists found these new laws to be unbearable—thus, they called them the
“Intolerable Acts.”

4 Britain's decision to punish the colonies for the Boston Tea Party further aggravated
the already unhappy colonists. Before learning more about the Intolerable Acts, let’s
take a step back to see why tensions were so high.

Background: Mounting Discontent

5 Prior to the Boston Tea Party, tensions between British authorities and British
colonists in North America had been escalating6 for more than a decade. The
French and Indian War,” which ended in 1763, left Britain with a great deal of debt.
The British passed a series of laws that imposed or raised taxes on various goods in
the 13 colonies, including paper products, paint, sugar, molasses, and tea. Each tax
incited protest in the colonies. Cries of the famous “no taxation without
representation” echoed in print, in the streets, and in colonial assemblies. Proposals
for colonial representation made it all the way to the British Parliament.
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6 Instead of giving the colonies representation in Parliament, the British Parliament
decided to repeal most taxes, but they kept the duty8 on tea. The colonies consumed
about 1.2 million pounds of tea a year, and Britain needed the money it could collect
from taxes. To avoid paying the taxes, colonists smuggled Dutch tea. Parliament
responded by passing the Tea Act in 1773. This act exempted the British East India
Company from stopping in British ports and paying export taxes. This allowed the
company to price their tea lower than smuggled tea while still paying import taxes
in the colonies. The act intended to demonstrate British authority and undercut
colonial merchants and smugglers. Instead, it resulted in the Boston Tea Party.

What did the Tea Act do? Select the two correct answers.

[] It lowered the cost of British tea.
It freed British tea from export taxes.
It taxed exports of tea from the colonies.

It barred the import of tea to the colonies.

O 0O 0O 0O

It punished colonists smuggling British tea.
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The (British) Empire Strikes Back

7 Now you know some of the events that led to the Boston Tea Party. But what
happened afterward?

10/26/25, 7:42 PM

s Well, in 1774, the British retaliated.? In response to the Boston Tea Party, Parliament

passed the Coercive Acts. These four laws were meant to coerce, or compel, the

colonies to submit to British rule.

* The Boston Port Act!© closed Boston Harbor to all shipping until the city repaid

the British East India Company for its lost tea and the Crown for its lost tax

monies. To enforce the law, Britain sent ships to blockade the city. It also moved

the colonial government to Salem.

® The Massachusetts Government Act revoked the colony’s charter. It ended the

election of many colonial offices and replaced them with officials appointed by

the royal governor. Colonists throughout Massachusetts could hold only one

town meeting per year.

® The Administration of Justice Act permitted British soldiers and other officials

charged with crimes to be tried in other colonies or in Britain.

* The Quartering!! Act entitled British officials to seize colonial buildings like

barracks, public houses, inns, barns, and other unoccupied structures to house

British soldiers. British officials were not housed in private homes, but colonists

bore the expense.

https://reader.activelylearn.com/authoring/7086934/notes?_gl=1*...CO5KLOSE8D*czE3NjETMjlwMDQkbzEkZzEKkdDE3NjET1MjlwNjkkajYwJGwwJGgw

Page 5 of 14



It's Intolerable! How British Acts Ignited a Revolution - Actively Learn 10/26/25, 7:42 PM

British troops entered Boston to enforce the taxation laws. Source: North Wind Picture
Archives/Alamy Stock Photo

9 The acts largely targeted the Massachusetts colony. However, the message was clear:
Britain would enact similar laws against other colonies that refused to comply with
British policies. At the same time, Parliament passed a fifth law: the Quebec Act.?

This law granted Quebec, their Canadian colony, lands in the Ohio country that

American colonists had hoped to settle.
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10 The laws enraged colonists. They labeled the four Coercive Acts and the Quebec Act

the “Intolerable Acts.”13 Intolerable means “excessive, unbearable, or not to be

borne.” Britain also appointed General Thomas Gage, commander of Britain's North

American armies, as the new royal governor of Massachusetts.

Parliament.

Intolerable Acts.

The Intolerable Acts included several laws passed by the British

Move each description to the correct law that was part of the

Administration of 1.
Justice Act
2.
Boston Port Act 3.
4.
Massachusetts

Government Act

Quartering Act

placed a colony effectively under British

military control

required a colony to provide housing for

British soldiers

ended the right of colonists to try British
officials for crimes

barred trade to and from a colonial city
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An Unforeseen Consequence

11 Prior to the Intolerable Acts, the colonies had largely acted individually. Various
protests and boycotts against British taxes had occurred across the colonies, but the
colonies did not act in unison. Before the Boston Tea Party, only Massachusetts and
Virginia had established committees of correspondencel4 to share information
within their colonies and to send information to other colonies. However, by the end

of 1773, eight other colonies had formed committees of correspondence.

12 When Britain blockaded Boston, the other colonies sent supplies to help Bostonians.
The other colonies worried that their own colonial charters and rights would be
revoked. Through the committees of correspondence, the colonies agreed to call an
intercolonial assembly to discuss a united response to what many viewed as British

tyranny. Britain's attempts to isolate Massachusetts and subdue the colonies had
backfired.

13 On September 5, 1774, 12 of the 13 colonies—all except Georgia—sent 56 delegates to
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The First Continental Congress met in secret. A month
later, they issued the Declarations and Resolves, denouncing'> the Intolerable Acts
and policies that imposed taxes without providing for colonial representation in
Parliament.

14 The document also asserted, “the inhabitants of the English Colonies in North
America ... are entitled to life, liberty, and property, & they have never ceded® to
any sovereign power whatever, a right to dispose of either without their consent.” It

called on Britain to repeal acts that violated their rights.
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15 The First Continental Congress also organized a boycott of British goods. If Britain
did not repeal the Intolerable Acts within a year, the colonies agreed to stop the
exportation of American goods to Britain and its other colonies. Before ending, the
First Continental Congress set a date—May 5, 1775—to convene the Second

Continental Congress.

What was the purpose of the First Continental Congress?

[] to declare independence from Britain
[] to coordinate a military attack on Britain
[} to unite most colonies in rejecting British rule

[] to collect funds to repay the British for the lost tea

A Call to Arms

16 After the First Continental Congress, many colonies began organizing and training
colonial militias. In March 1775, Virginia colonists gathered at St. John's Church in
Richmond. There, Patrick Henry'7 delivered an impassioned speech, calling on
Virginia leaders to arm their own militia. Henry warned, “The next gale that sweeps
from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! ... I know not
what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me death!"18

17 A month later, on April 18, 1775, British troops left Boston, intending to seize
colonial weapons. Three riders—Paul Revere, William Dawes, and Samuel Prescott

—set out to warn the colonists.
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Paul Revere made his famous ride to warn other colonists that the British were coming. Source:
North Wind Picture Archives/Alamy Stock Photo

18 Spilling from their homes, the colonial militia assembled at Lexington and Concord
to meet the advancing British soldiers. Shots were fired, and by the end of the day,
275 British and 95 Americans had been killed. In the days to come, colonial militia
swept in from the surrounding countryside to take up positions around Boston. The
British blockade of Boston had become a colonial siege. The American Revolution
had begun.
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Were the colonies justified in their resistance to British policies?

Include at least three details from the text to support your response.
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Notes

MS. BARNHARDT

The Sons of Liberty formed among colonists in 1765 to oppose the Stamp Act. Their
support grew as they opposed later British policies through petitions, propaganda,
boycotts, and other means.

MS. BARNHARDT

To find out what merged means, highlight the word and select Define. Use this tool for
other unknown words.

MS. BARNHARDT

The British East India Company was formed in 1600 to manage Britain’s trade in spices,
tea, and other goods traded to and from its colonies.

MS. BARNHARDT

Why might colonists have viewed dumping British tea into the harbor to be an effective
means of protest?

MS. BARNHARDT

the law-making body of Britain, which included representatives elected from counties
and boroughs in Britain but not from the colonies

MS. BARNHARDT

increasing in intensity, frequency, or scope

MS. BARNHARDT

In the French and Indian War (1754-1763), French soldiers and colonists along with their
Indigenous American allies fought with British soldiers and colonists and their
Indigenous American allie...
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MS. BARNHARDT

A duty is a tax on imported goods. The seller pays the tax directly to the government.
The seller then passes the cost of the tax to the consumer in the form of higher prices.

MS. BARNHARDT

Retaliate means to respond to a perceived injury with another injury.

MS. BARNHARDT

How would this act have affected Bostonians?

MS. BARNHARDT

In this context, quartering means providing shelter.

MS. BARNHARDT

Why might the Quebec Act have further angered the colonists?

MS. BARNHARDT

How did the Intolerable Acts intend to punish the colonies?

MS. BARNHARDT

How did the committees of correspondence signal increasing unity among the colonies?

MS. BARNHARDT

condemning; publicly declaring something to be bad

MS. BARNHARDT

yielded or given up

MS. BARNHARDT

Patrick Henry (1736-1799) was a land surveyor and lawyer in the Virginia Colony. He
briefly led the Virginia militia and became the new state’s first governor.

MS. BARNHARDT

What does Henry mean by “give me liberty, or give me death!”?
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